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WHAT  ABOUT  WORLD 
FOOD  AND  HUNGER? 

If  Americans  ate  one  less  ham¬ 
burger  a  week,  50  million  people 
could  be  fed  on  a  subsistence  diet. 
We  in  the  U.S.  use  more  fertilizer  on 
our  lawns,  golf  courses  and  other 
non-farm  purposes  than  the  whole 
requirements  of  India. 

The  average  American  uses  150 
times  as  much  energy  as  does  the 
average  Nigerian  and  about  100 
times  as  much  steel  as  the  average 
Indonesian. 

The  U.S.  since  last  October  has  had 
an  embargo  on  fertilizer  sales  to  de¬ 
veloping  countries.  One  ton  of  fer¬ 
tilizer  produces  5  tons  of  food  in  this 
nation.  The  same  amount  of  fertilizer 
brings  10  tons  of  food  in  developing 
countries. 

Sen.  Daniel  Inouye,  Hawaii,  says 
that  “Since  1970,  something  almost 
unnoticed — yet  basic  and  universal — 
has  occurred  in  the  world.  Mankind 
has  slipped  out  of  the  Era  of  Plenty 
into  the  Era  of  Scarcity.  Like  a  run¬ 
away  engine  with  numerous  attached 
cars,  there  are  six  major  intercon¬ 
nected  problems  that  we  must  face 
and  somehow  master  if  the  collision 
and  tragedy  that  confront  us  all  are 
to  be  avoided.  These  problems  are: 
poverty,  population,  food  shortages, 
inflation,  energy  shortages  and  weap¬ 
ons  control." 

What  about  the  dire  situation  of 
world  food  and  hunger  itself? 

Due  to  a  lack  of  fertilizer  alone,  it 
is  estimated  that  India's  wheat  crop 
will  be  reduced  by  at  least  one-third 
this  year.  For  every  dollar  of  fertilizer 
that  Bangladesh  cannot  buy  this  year, 
she  will  have  to  spend  $5  to  import 
food  next  year. 

In  the  developing  countries,  close 
to  one  billion  persons  presently  suffer 


((^produced  by  permission  of  Gib  Crockett  and 
the  Washington  Star-News) 


from  severe  malnutrition  or  starvation, 
including  in  drought  areas.  Twenty 
to  25%  of  all  children  die  before  their 
fifth  birthday. 

The  Overseas  Development  Coun¬ 
cil  says  the  world  food  shortage  will 
soon  dwarf  the  energy  crisis  in  im¬ 
portance  unless  Americans  eat  less 
and  step  up  aid  to  desperately  poor 
countries.  “The  food  crisis  will  make 
the  energy  crisis  look  like  a  picnic," 
says  the  Rev.  Theodore  Hesburgh, 
chairman  of  the  Council.  James  Grant, 
Council  President,  says  the  U.S.  dom¬ 
inates  the  most  important  resource 
in  the  world — food —  and  that  this 
country  has  handled  it  irresponsibly. 

The  unprecedented  increase  in  the 
prices  of  oil,  fertilizer,  and  food  is, 
in  part,  the  result  of  the  increasing 
demands  on  the  world's  resources  by 
affluent  Americans. 

Grant  says  that  “Despite  the  high¬ 
est  grain  production  and  the  highest 
grain  prices  in  history  in  the  current 
crop  year,  global  reserves  are  con- 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


HUNGER  AMIDST 
PLENTY  IN  U.S. 

Jesse  Hamilton  and  his  wife,  Helen, 
have  three  kids — the  oldest  has  cere¬ 
bral  palsy. 

Jesse  can't  support  his  family  right 
now,  because  he's  in  the  hospital.  He's 
been  there  since  someone  ran  into 
his  car  three  months  ago.  And  he'll 
be  there  for  some  time.  With  no  sick 
pay. 

Helen  doesn't  receive  any  income, 
but  she  docs  receive  bills.  Doctor  bills, 
house  and  car  payments,  utilities. 

She  has  no  money  at  all  to  buy 
food  for  herself  and  the  children."" 

Land  of  plenty,  but  is  there  a 
chicken  in  every  pot?  Any  discussion 
of  world  hunger  must  look  at  those 
who  are  hungry  right  here  in  the 
United  States.  The  Labor  Depart¬ 
ment's  poverty  line  for  an  urban  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  has  been  increased  recently 
to  $4550  salary  per  year.  About  two- 
thirds  of  the  U.S.  households  with 
incomes  under  the  poverty  line  do  not 
have  diets  that  meet  the  recommended 
dietary  allowances  (RDA). 

#  The  amount  of  food  in  diets  is 
directly  related  to  income.  Protein 
deficiency  is  now  believed  to  be  a 
cause  of  mental  retardation. 

#  Thirty-five  to  45  million  people 
who  are  eligible  in  the  U.S.  are  not 
receiving  food  stamps. 

#  An  FCNL  witness  testified  in 
March  that  there  could  be  emergency 
hunger  situations  on  some  Indian 
reservations  by  mid-summer  this  year. 

Census  figures  from  1970  show 
that  nationally: 

#  14%  of  all  persons  live  in  poverty; 

(Continued  on  page  2) 

*  From  hearings  before  the  Senate  Select  Cmte.  on 
Nutrition,  1973. 
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The  Changing  Pattern  of  World  Grain  Trade* 


Region 

1934^ 

1948-52 

1960 

1966 

1973^ 

North  America 

+6 

(millions  metric  tons) 

+23  +39  +59 

+88 

Latin  America 

+9 

+1 

0 

+5 

-4 

Western  Europe 

-24 

-22 

-25 

-27 

-21 

Eastern  Europe  and 
U.S.S.R. 

+5  ’ 

0 

-4 

-27 

Africa 

+1 

0 

-2 

-7 

-4 

Asia 

+2 

-6 

-17 

-34 

-39 

Australia  md 

New  Zealand 

+3 

+3 

+6 

+8 

+7 

*Plut  sign  descrfees  ntt  axports:  minus  sign  denotes  net  imports.  J 

Estimate. 

SOURCE:  Baaed  on  Food  end  Agriculture  Organization  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  data. 


(Reproduced  by  permtssion  of  the  Overeeae  Development  Council;  from  its  new  book:  "The  U.S.  end  the 
Developing  World,  Agenda  for  Action,  1974.") 


(World — Continued  from  page  1) 

tinuing  to  fall  and  may  reach  the  level 
of  only  the  equivalent  of  26  or  27 
days  supply  by  the  end  of  Fiscal  year 
1974." 

He  points  out  thkt  "Only  for  those 
countries  in  which  the  U.S.  has  a 
strong-  security  concern — Vietnam, 
Cambodia,  Laos,  Israel  and  Korea — 
can  we  still  be,said  to  have  a  meaning¬ 
ful  food  policy.  By  the  current  fiscal 
year  [1974]  these  five  countries  (with 
only  60  million  people)  are  receiving 
over  40%,  by  volume,  of  all  U.S. 
bilateral  food  aid,  and  about  two- 
thirds  of  all  concessional  sales  under 
Title  I  of  P.L.  480  [Food  for  Peace]." 

SO  WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE?  (1) 
There  should  be  more  equitable  dis¬ 
tribution,  based  on  "need,"  not  se¬ 
curity.  U.S.  food  should  not  be  used 
as  a  weapon  in  the  cold  war  or  for 
trade  advantages.  (Write  for  FCNL's 
paper  "Food  for  Peace — Not  War," 
G-10,  Feb.  6.)  H.R.  13875  (Brown, 
Calif.),  would  delete  the  section  of 
the  law  permitting  proceeds  from 
sales  for  local  currencies  to  be  used 
for  military  purposes  in  the  Food  for 
Peace  Law. 

(2)  Population  control.  The  present 
world  population  is  expected  to  double 
in  the  next  34  years. 

(3)  More  effective  agriculture  within 
the  poor  countries — particularly  the 
approximately  40  poorest  ones  that 
make  up  the  "Fourth  World." 

(4)  Reduce  consumption  in  the  U.S. 

(5)  Stop  U.S.  foreign  military  aid 
(see  roundup)  which  often  takes  pri¬ 
ority  over  economic  help. 

(6)  Better  terms  of  trade  for  the 
developing  countries.  Better  invest¬ 
ment  terms  for  them,  less  exploitation. 

Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger 
and  Sen.  Hubert  Humphrey,  Minn., 
have  taken  a  lead  in  developing  U.S. 
responses  to  world  hunger.  Kissinger 
proposed  before  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly  last  fall  that  there 
be  a  World  Food  Conference  (sched¬ 
uled  to  be  held  next  November  in 
Rome).  Humphrey  on  May  14  sub¬ 
mitted  S.  Res.  329,  the  World  Food 
Action  Program  (H.  Res.  1155,  Culver, 
Iowa,  is  the  companion  bill  in  the 
House). 

Humphrey  and  Kissinger  have  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  U.S.  cooperate  with 
the  UN  Food  and  Agriculture  Orga¬ 
nization  (FAO)  in  providing  a  system 
of  insurance  against  future  famine. 
Each  nation  is  being  asked  to  have 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


(U.S. — continued  from  page  1) 

23%  of  all  persons  in  our  inner  cities 
are  poor. 

(Write  to  the  Senate  Select  Cmte. 
on  Nutrition  and  Human  Needs  for 
"Hunger — 1973,"  a  report  by  the 
committee  staff.  It  lists  poverty  coun¬ 
ties  in  the  nation.  The  committee  held 
special  hearings  June  19-21  on  "Na¬ 
tional  Nutrition  Policy.") 

Recent  scientific  studies  have  shown 
some  further  startling  facts: 

#  Undernutrition  is  the  greatest 
cause  of  poor  health  in  children. 

#  There  are  many  malnourished  and 
undernourished  children  in  the  U.S., 
coming  disproportionately  from  low- 
income  members  of  our  society. 

Congress  and  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  have  attempted  some  small  steps 
to  meet  the  problems  of  undernutri¬ 
tion  through  a  number  of  programs. 
These  include: 

The  Commodity  Distribution  Pro¬ 
gram.  Began  when  there  were  large 
food  surpluses  in  the  U.S.  The  spon¬ 
sors  were  more  interested  in  main¬ 
taining  farm  prices  than  in  feeding 
hungry  people.  However,  this  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  a  mainstay  to  the  poor 
for  many  years.  With  the  end  of  food 
surpluses.  Congress  authorized  the 
termination  of  the  Commodity  Pro¬ 
gram  and  requested  that  all  states 
transfer  to  food  stamps,  effective 
July  1  this  year.  This  brought  strong 
protests  by  school  districts,  institu¬ 


tions,  reservation  Indians,  and  rural 
poor.  Now,  with  no  surpluses,  the 
Agriculture  Dept,  can  purchase  foods 
cheaper  than  school  districts,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  because  of  the  quantity  of 
purchases.  Other  reasons  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Commodity  Program  are  the 
absence  of  grocery  stores  in  many 
places  to  redeem  food  stamps,  es¬ 
pecially  on  Indian  reservations,  and 
the  complicated  red  tape  of  certifica¬ 
tion  required  for  the  Food  Stamp 
Program. 

The  House  June  17  approved  a  com¬ 
modity  purchase  authority  bill  (H.R. 
14992),  which  would  require  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Dept,  to  continue  commodity 
programs  for  one  year  for  school  dis¬ 
tricts,  summer,  day  care  and  elderly 
feeding  programs,  for  disaster  relief, 
and  for  Indian  reservations  not  re¬ 
questing  food  stamps. 

S.  3458,  passed  by  the  Senate  May 
22,  authorized  the  Agriculture  Dept, 
to  continue  purchasing  food  for  the 
projects  mentioned  above.  It  discon¬ 
tinues  the  family  commodity  distribu¬ 
tion  program,  except  for  Indians — 
who  would  have  it  until  July  1,  1976 
where  a  transfer  to  food  stamps  has 
not  been  made. 

Supplemental  Security  Income 
(SSI).  After  months  of  delay  the 
House  June  18  voted  to  continue  food 
stamp  eligibility  for  aged,  blind  and 
disabled  recipients  of  the  SSI  program 
in  all  but  five  states  (Calif.,  Mass., 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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LEGISLATIVE  ROUNDUP:  INDOCHINA,  MILITARY,  FOREIGN  AID,  HUMAN  NEEDS 


INDOCHINA.  Authorization  and 
appropriation  of  U.S.  funds  for  the 
war  in  Indochina  and  for  economic 
aid  to  South  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cam¬ 
bodia  are  contained  in  several  bills: 
(1)  S.  3394,  the  Administration's 
$5.18  billion  Fiscal  1975  foreign  aid 
program.  (House  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Cmtes.  be- 
ban  hearings  in  early  June.);  (2)  Fiscal 
1974  Defense  Supplemental  Authori¬ 
zation  Bill,  H.R.  12565,  leaves  a  $1,126 
billion  ceiling  for  South  Vietnam,  de¬ 
spite  Administration  pressure  to  in¬ 
crease  it.  (Congress  completed  this 
bill's  action  June  5.);  (3)  Fiscal  1975 
Defense  Dept.  (DoD)  Authorization 
Bill,  H.R.  14592/S.  3000.  The  House 
cut  the  $1.6  billion  Administration 
authorization  request  for  South  Viet¬ 
nam  military  aid  to  $1,126  billion;  the 
Leggett  (Mich.)  amendment  to  cut  it 
to  $1  billion  lost  (190-211)  on  May  22. 
The  Senate  cut  it  to  $900  million; 
the  Kennedy  (Mass.)  amendment  to 
cut  it  to  $750  million  lost  (45-46)  on 
Jtme  11;  (4)  Defense  Dept,  and  For¬ 
eign  Aid  Appropriations  bills,  on 
which  hearings  are  in  progress. 

MILITARY  SPENDING.  (1)  The 
Senate  defeated  amendments  in  early 
June  (on  S.  3000/H.R.  14592)  to 
withdraw  up  to  125,000  troops  from 
overseas,  to  reduce  fimds  for  the  B-1 
bomber  and  to  authorize  economic 
conversion  demonstration  projects. 
Senate  final  passage  of  H.R.  14592/ 
S.  3000,  the  Defense  Dept,  procure¬ 
ment  bill  came  June  11.  (Manpower 
and  B-1  amendments  also  lost  in  the 
House  earlier.)  (Write  for  FCNL's 
revised  "U.S.  Military  Strength  Out¬ 
side  the  United  States,"  June  13,  G-44, 
and  "Report  on  the  B-1  Bomber,"  a 
research  paper  by  Sen.  George  Mc¬ 
Govern,  S.D.,  and  Rep.  John  Seiber- 
ling,  Ohio.  Please  send  donations  for 
all  advertised  literature.)  (2)  Fiscal 
1974  omnibus  supplemental  appro¬ 
priations  bill,  H.R.  14013,  cleared 
Congress  June  5  and  includes  $4.7  bil¬ 
lion  for  DoD.  (3)  The  $86  billion  DoD 
appropriations  bill  will  be  on  the 
House  floor  by  about  the  end  of  July. 
The  House  Appropriations  Cmte.  was 
expected  to  make  cuts  of  only  about 
$3  billion.  (4)  Military  spending  also 
is  in  the  Foreign  Aid  bill  (see  below). 
Atomic  Energy  Commission,  Military 
Construction  and  other  bills. 

FOREIGN  AID.  President  Nixon's 
$5.18  billion  Fiscal  1975  program. 


S.  3394,  would  allow  for  $907.5  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  Mideast.  ($350  million 
for  Israel  for  military  equipment  and 
to  offset  high  costs  of  the  Israeli  mili¬ 
tary  establishment;  $207.5  million  in 
military  and  economic  aid  for  Jordan; 
$250  million  to  Egypt  for  reconstruc¬ 
tion,  cleaning  the  Suez  Canal  and 
commodity  imports;  plus  $100  million 
for  a  special  requirements  fund,  pos¬ 
sibly  given  to  Syria  for  rebuilding. 
A  total  of  $939.8  million  is  requested 
for  South  Vietnam  economic  aid;  Laos 
and  Cambodia  military  and  economic 
aid.  The  bill  also  would  include  mili¬ 
tary  training  and/or  grants  and  credit 
sales  of  military  equipment  for  18 
Latin  American  countries.  Brazil  would 
get  $60.8  million,  and  Chile  and  Peru 
$21.3  million  each.  Final  votes  in  the 
Senate  and  House  may  come  in  July. 

Sen.  James  Abourezk,  S.D.,  planned 
an  amendment  to  end  military  aid  to 
any  country  denying  access  to  groups 
such  as  the  International  Red  Cross 
or  Amnesty  International.  Another 
would  end  support  for  police,  prisons 
or  internal  surveillance  systems  of  a 
foreign  government.  Rep.  Don  Fraser, 
Minn.,  may  offer  similar  amendments. 
Rep.  Michael  Harrington,  Mass., 
drafted  some  to  cut  off  military  aid 
to  Chile  as  long  as  the  seige  continues. 

CAMPAIGN  REFORM.  The  House 
awaits  action  by  its  Administration 
Cmte.  chaired  by  Wayne  Hays,  who 
promised  a  bill  in  mid-February; 
mark-up  is  continuing  slowly.  Al¬ 
though  opposed  to  public  financing. 
Hays  said  he  would  allow  such  an 
amendment  from  the  floor  to  his  com¬ 
mittee's  as  yet  unnumbered  bill.  The 
public  financing  provisions  of  the 
Anderson-Udall  bill,  H.R.  7612,  are 
expected  to  be  used,  the  bill  having 
well  over  150  co-sponsors.  FCNL 
sent  an  Action  Alert  on  Campaign 
Financing  to  its  District  Contacts 
June  13  (G-45),  saying  it  is  essential 
that  some  bill  be  reported  to  the 
House  floor  soon. 

HEALTH  CARE.  Although  16  pro- 
p>osed  bills  have  been  offered  on 
Health  Care,  only  four  are  likely  to 
survive.  (The  Administration's  bill, 
H.R.  12684;  also  H.R.  13870/S.  3286 
of  Sen.  Kennedy  and  Rep.  Mills;  H.R. 
22/S.  3  by  Rep.  Martha  Griffiths, 
Mich.,  and  supported  by  organized 
labor  and  the  FCNL,  and  S.  2513,  the 
Long-Ribicoff  bill.)  (Write  for  FCNL's 
analysis  of  S.  2513 — G-43,  May  31, 


and  for  "The  Cost  of  National  Health 
Insurance" — G-46,  June  20.) 

Hearings  by  the  Senate  Finance  Cmte. 
have  been  postponed  until  it  com¬ 
pletes  work  on  Trade  legislation;  the 
House  Ways  &  Means  Cmte.  indi¬ 
cates  plans  to  finish  hearings  by  mid- 
July.  Doubt  has  been  expressed  about 
any  health  care  bill  reported  out  be¬ 
cause  of  possible  impeachment  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

HOUSING.  With  a  Presidential 
veto  threatened,  the  House  Banking 
Committee  seeks  compromise  with 
the  White  House.  H.R.  15361,  re¬ 
ported  out  June  13,  provides  a  new 
subsidy  program  of  400,000  units, 
one-third  being  for  low-income  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  remainder  for  those  with 
incomes  varying  up  to  80%  of  the 
median  for  the  area.  House  passage 
was  expected  as  we  went  to  press. 

OFHCE  OF  ECONOMIC  OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY  (OEO)  authority  ended  June 
30.  The  House  May  29  approved  the 
Community  Services  Act  of  1974 
(H.R.  14449),  transferring  remaining 
OEO  programs  into  the  Community 
Action  Administration  (CAA)  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare  Dept. 
(HEW).  The  bill  went  to  the  Senate 
Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Committee, 
which  has  been  awaiting  House  action 
before  starting  its  own  OEO  hearings. 

BUSING.  Remains  stymied.  Con¬ 
ferees  began  working  in  June  on  re¬ 
conciling  Senate  and  House  versions 
of  the  Elementary  and  secondary  Edu¬ 
cation  Act  (S.  1539/H.R.  69).  The 
House  June  5  voted  (270-103),  in¬ 
structing  conferees  to  insist  on  House 
language  (restricting  court  authority 
to  order  busing  beyond  the  next- 
nearest  school,  and  allowing  for  re¬ 
opening  of  all  previous  court  orders 
to  conform).  The  Senate  bill  contains 
no  such  provisions  and  maintains  that 
the  court's  authority  to  enforce  the 
Constitution  should  not  be  diminished. 

LEGAL  SERVICES  FOR  THE 
POOR.  Senate  sponsors  of  a  bill 
(H.R.  7824)  to  set  up  an  independent 
legal  services  corporation  for  the  poor 
have  been  holding  up  final  action  since 
May  16,  fearing  that  the  President 
may  veto  it  to  shore  up  his  support 
before  possible  impeachment  proceed¬ 
ings.  This  is  a  conference  report, 
which  narrowly  avoided  going  back 
to  conference  (House  vote  of  183-190, 
May  16). 
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plenish  IDA  for  $1.5  billion  over 
four  years.  Most  other  nations'  con¬ 
tributions  were  contingent  on  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  U.S.  replenishment. 

(2)  The  grab  bag  Foreign  Aid  bill 
(S.  3394).  In  addition  to  military  aid, 
it  would  provide  $676  million  for 
"food  and  nutrition"  programs,  $226 
million  for  population  planning  and 
health  and  $178  million  for  UN  and 
other  international  programs. 

(3)  H.R.  10710,  Trade  Reform  Act 
of  1973,  to  give  the  President  broad 
authority  to  negotiate  to  reduce  trade 
barriers.  The  House  last  December 
granted  most  authority  requested  by 
the  President,  but  banned  concessions 
to  the  U.S.S.R.  The  Senate  Finance 
Cmte.  was  marking  up  a  bill  in  June, 
but  passage  appeared  unlikely  until 
after  the  elections. 


are  differences  among  the  states  in 
the  administration  of  the  program. 
Some  states  make  the  procedures  es¬ 
pecially  complicated  to  keep  people 
off  the  rolls. 

So,  for  a  lot  of  people — like  Helen 
Hamilton — they  still  don't  get  enough 
to  eat. 


#  Members  Leaving.  The  number 
of  House  Members  who  won't  be  back 
next  year  stood  at  49  in  late  June 
following  the  retirement  announce¬ 
ment  of  Rep.  John  J.  Rooney,  D-N.Y. 
In  addition.  Rep.  Earl  Landgrebe, 
R-lnd.,  has  announced  that  he  is  run¬ 
ning  for  the  Senate.  The  House  pres¬ 
ently  has  248  Democrats  and  187 
Republicans. 

In  the  Senate,  eight  Members  won't 
return  for  the  next  Congress.  The 
Senate  currently  has  57  Democrats, 
41  Republicans,  1  Independent- 
Democrat,  and  1  Conservative- 
Republican.  (Write  for  FCNL's  paper 
on  "Congressional  Departures,  1974," 
G-47.) 
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on  hand  reserve  stocks  of  basic  foods 
available  immediately  for  humani¬ 
tarian  relief.  Humphrey,  May  21,  pro¬ 
posed  one  answer  when  he  introduced 
S.  2005,  authorizing  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  set  aside  stocks. 

A  National  Security  Council  study 
on  world  resources  undertaken  at 
Kissinger's  request  in  late  1973,  has 
reportedly  stimulated  policy  makers 
in  the  Treasury  and  Agriculture  Depts. 
to  think  more  seriously  about  the 
FAO  plan. 

The  newly  appointed  coordinator 
for  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  World 
Food  Conference,  Ambassador  Edwin 
Martin  says  1974  could  be  a  crucial 
turning  point  for  international  coop¬ 
eration  since  decisions  are  being  made 
on  energy  (at  the  UN),  population 
(Bucharest),  Law  of  the  Sea  (Caracas), 
and  food  (Rome),  and  that  all  the 
issues  are  intertwined. 

Here  is  some  other  legislation  af¬ 
fecting  hunger: 

(1)  International  Development 
Assoc.  (IDA).  The  World  Bank's  arm 
which  makes  advantageous  loans  to 
the  poorest  developing  countries.  A 
House  vote  was  expected  at  News¬ 
letter  press  time  on  a  bill  (H.R.  15231) 
to  revive  the  U.S.  replenishment.  The 
Senate  May  29  (55-27)  voted  to  re¬ 
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N.Y.,  Wis.,  and  Nevada),  which  re¬ 
ceive  cash  instead.  The  vote  came  on 
a  bill,  H.R.  15124  (Corman,  Calif.)  to 
simply  extend  for  one  year  present 
provisions  governing  food  stamp  eligi¬ 
bility  for  SSI  recipients. 

Action  on  SSI /Food  Stamps  issues 
also  has  started  in  the  Senate,  where 
two  different  provisions  were  intro¬ 
duced  as  amendments  (Eagleton  and 
Taft-Cranston)  to  a  debt  ceiling  bill. 

The  Food  Stamp  Program,  estab¬ 
lished  by  law  under  the  Agricultural 
Act,  is  intended  to  be  a  major  source 
of  food  to  low-income  families.  To 
date,  it  has  been  a  near  disaster  in 
most  states.  The  Agriculture  Dept, 
makes  frequent  changes  in  guidelines 
which  are  complicated  and  rarely  in¬ 
terpreted  to  the  constituency.  There 
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Early  returns  of  the  FCNL’s 
"Each  One  Reach  One"  program 
are  beginning  to  come  in — to 
double  the  number  of  Newsletter 
reader/contributors  in  each  state. 
Each  reader  can  help  by  coiv 
vlncing  a  non-reader  of  the  value 
of  the  Newsletter  and  getting  him 
or  her  to  subscribe. 
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of  House  Members  who  won't  be  back 
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following  the  retirement  announce¬ 
ment  of  Rep.  John  J.  Rooney,  D-N.Y. 
In  addition.  Rep.  Earl  Landgrebe, 
R-lnd.,  has  announced  that  he  is  run¬ 
ning  for  the  Senate.  The  House  pres¬ 
ently  has  248  Democrats  and  187 
Republicans. 

In  the  Senate,  eight  Members  won't 
return  for  the  next  Congress.  The 
Senate  currently  has  57  Democrats, 
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N.Y.,  Wis.,  and  Nevada),  which  re¬ 
ceive  cash  instead.  The  vote  came  on 
a  bill,  H.R.  15124  (Corman,  Calif.)  to 
simply  extend  for  one  year  present 
provisions  governing  food  stamp  eligi¬ 
bility  for  SSI  recipients. 

Action  on  SSI /Food  Stamps  issues 
also  has  started  in  the  Senate,  where 
two  different  provisions  were  intro¬ 
duced  as  amendments  (Eagleton  and 
Taft-Cranston)  to  a  debt  ceiling  bill. 

The  Food  Stamp  Program,  estab¬ 
lished  by  law  under  the  Agricultural 
Act,  is  intended  to  be  a  major  source 
of  food  to  low-income  families.  To 
date,  it  has  been  a  near  disaster  in 
most  states.  The  Agriculture  Dept, 
makes  frequent  changes  in  guidelines 
which  are  complicated  and  rarely  in¬ 
terpreted  to  the  constituency.  There 


are  differences  among  the  states  in 
the  administration  of  the  program. 
Some  states  make  the  procedures  es¬ 
pecially  complicated  to  keep  people 
off  the  rolls. 

So,  for  a  lot  of  people — like  Helen 
Hamilton — they  still  don't  get  enough 
to  eat. 
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on  hand  reserve  stocks  of  basic  foods 
available  immediately  for  humani¬ 
tarian  relief.  Humphrey,  May  21,  pro¬ 
posed  one  answer  when  he  introduced 
S.  2005,  authorizing  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  to  set  aside  stocks. 

A  National  Security  Council  study 
on  world  resources  undertaken  at 
Kissinger's  request  in  late  1973,  has 
reportedly  stimulated  policy  makers 
in  the  Treasury  and  Agriculture  Depts. 
to  think  more  seriously  about  the 
FAO  plan. 

The  newly  appointed  coordinator 
for  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  World 
Food  Conference,  Ambassador  Edwin 
Martin  says  1974  could  be  a  crucial 
turning  point  for  international  coop¬ 
eration  since  decisions  are  being  made 
on  energy  (at  the  UN),  population 
(Bucharest),  Law  of  the  Sea  (Caracas), 
and  food  (Rome),  and  that  all  the 
issues  are  intertwined. 

Here  is  some  other  legislation  af¬ 
fecting  hunger: 

(1)  International  Development 
Assoc.  (IDA).  The  World  Bank's  arm 
which  makes  advantageous  loans  to 
the  poorest  developing  countries.  A 
House  vote  was  expected  at  News¬ 
letter  press  time  on  a  bill  (H.R.  15231) 
to  revive  the  U.S.  replenishment.  The 
Senate  May  29  (55-27)  voted  to  re¬ 
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plenish  IDA  for  $1.5  billion  over 
four  years.  Most  other  nations'  con¬ 
tributions  were  contingent  on  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  U.S.  replenishment. 

(2)  The  grab  bag  Foreign  Aid  bill 
(S.  3394).  In  addition  to  military  aid, 
it  would  provide  $676  million  for 
"food  and  nutrition"  programs,  $226 
million  for  population  planning  and 
health  and  $178  million  for  UN  and 
other  international  programs. 

(3)  H.R.  10710,  Trade  Reform  Act 
of  1973,  to  give  the  President  broad 
authority  to  negotiate  to  reduce  trade 
barriers.  The  House  last  December 
granted  most  authority  requested  by 
the  President,  but  banned  concessions 
to  the  U.S.S.R.  The  Senate  Finance 
Cmte.  was  marking  up  a  bill  in  June, 
but  passage  appeared  unlikely  until 
after  the  elections. 
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